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WELCOME!

Dear Esteemed Guests,
Welcome to our second annual Chinese New Year Showcase!

Today, we gather in celebration of the Year of the Snake, and it is our distinct pleasure to extend our
warmest greetings to each and every one of you. We are truly honored to have you join us in this
celebration of music, dance, and culture.

We are proud to collaborate with the Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China in Chicago to
bring free music and dance to our community. It is through the dedication and support of the Consulate
General and the city’s vibrant Chinese community that we have been able to bring this extraordinary
experience to life. This concert is a testament to the power of collaboration and the rich tapestry of
cultural diversity that defines our great city.

Additionally, we are thrilled to welcome the talented young artists of the RDFZ Art Troupe to join us
on stage. Their talent and dedication are a sight to behold and a signal for our hopes for the next
generations of artists.

| want to express our heartfelt gratitude to our generous concert sponsor Bank of China; to our supporters
and pre-concert performers from the Midwest Health Association; and to each and every one of you for
your support and enthusiasm. Thank you for being part of this event, and we wish you a joyous and
prosperous Year of the Snake.

Xin Nian Kuai Le!
Happy New Year!

Terell Johnson
Executive Director
Chicago Philharmonic
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ABOUT THE CHICAGO PHILHARMONIC

Chicago Philhafmonic at.Carnegie Hall, Octobe2024. Photo by Fadi Khelir.”

The Chicago Philharmonic is re-imagining the orchestra concert experience through culturally
diverse, genre-bending programs breaking barriers of exclusion in orchestral music. With nearly
200 musician members, diverse and trailblazing leadership, and a deeply collaborative artistic
model, we are one of the most versatile, innovative, and ambitious orchestras in the country.

The Chicago Philharmonic proudly collaborates with the greatest artists of our time, in every
genre, including The Joffrey Ballet, English National Ballet, Kishi Bashi, Lady Gaga, Tony
Bennett, Joshua Bell, Tank and the Bangas, William Basinski, the American Ballet Theatre, Ryan
Speedo Green, and more.

In 2021, Crain’s Business 40 Under 40 awardee Terell Johnson joined as Executive Director,
making the Philharmonic one of the few Black-led orchestras nationwide. Johnson follows in
the footsteps of previous Executive Director Donna Milanovich, leading the orchestra as a force
for inclusion with a series of increasingly high-profile events, including our 2024 Lollapalooza
debut as the first orchestra to perform at the festival to a global audience of 100,000+ live and
on Hulu.

The Chicago Philharmonic presents 30+ concerts annually and year-round, featuring diverse
musicians and drawing new-to-the-symphony audiences. Our 2024-2025 partners include:

« Violinistand Artistin Residence Njioma Chinyere Grevious

. Laufey

« ViolentFemmes

« Marin Alsop

+ KishiBashi

Our audiences are 200,000+ strong, and our community engagement programs reach 6,000
students and participants annually. We work closely with the city’s many cultural communities,
and while our audiences travel internationally and nationally for our programs, the majority are
Chicagoans and represent 44 of the city’s 60 zip codes.
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ABOUT THE CHICAGO PHILHARMONIC

OUR MISSION

Through an inclusive community of musicians and community members, the Chicago Philharmonic strives to excite,
engage and transform diverse audiences with the beauty and power of great music.

OUR VISION

We at the Chicago Philharmonic, a community of 200+ musicians, Board, and staff, envision a future where joy,
justice, and discovery power every aspect of our work.

Through our commitment to diversity, we acknowledge the past, celebrate the present, and inspire future
generations. In so doing we will ensure a sense of belonging—that everyone can find their place in the Chicago
Philharmonic.

OUR EDI MISSION

We are committed to breaking down systems of segregation and racism which exist in the classical music
community. Our continued self-reflection and action required to dismantle these systems of exclusivity helps us
serve our mission to reflect Chicago’s vibrant culture. We welcome people of all races, ethnicities, nationalities,
sexual orientations, gender identities, abilities, religions, and backgrounds.

STAFF

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Terell Johnson, Executive Director
Mary B. Fort, Executive Assistant

ADVANCEMENT

Lydia Penningroth, Director of
Development

Gizel Issa, Marketing Coordinator
Amelia Ryan, Development
Coordinator

Erez Dessel, Community
Engagement Coordinator

V Digital Media

BCC Media

PRODUCTION

Magali Coronado, Artistic
Operations Manager

Sarah Van Waes, Personnel
Coordinator
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BOARD OFFICERS

Tom Manning, Chairman

Duffie Adelson, Vice Chairman
Robert Everson, Vice Chairman
Joy Thomas, Treasurer

Terell Johnson, Executive Director

BOARD OFFICERS
Lori Ashikawa
Eleanor Bartsch
JeNyce Boolton
Jennifer Cappelli

Ed Clinton

Christian Dillingham
Chimaobi Enyia
Brian Feltzin
Elizandro Garcia-Montoya
Lynne McDonough
Scott Neslund
Cynthia Plouché
Chauncey Robinson
Karin Ursin

Eric Wassenaar
Kurt Wouters

Feng Xue

EMERITUS DIRECTORS
Paul R. Judy, Chairman Emeritus*

ASSOCIATE BOARD
Jemia Cunningham-Elder, Chair
Micae Brown

Kori Coleman
Kashanna Eiland
Querida Ellis

Catrina Franklin
Maya Garcia-Huggins
Jackie Goldsmith
Emanuel Hill

Sarai Hoffman

Lena Jennings
Jessica Lenoir

Kate Lin

Zantra Madkins
Stetson Marshall
Neale Moore

Joseph V. Porter
Kortnee Quiza

LaRob K. Rafael
Sarah Sabet

Jaime Sharp

Kee Stein

*Our friends remembered
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»58% THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN CHICAGO

Saturday, February 1, 2025 at The Harris Theater for Music and Dance at 4:00pm

Jeff Yang Violin

Helen Kim Lee Violin
Bruno Vaz da Silva Viola
Mara McClain Cello
Kuang-Hao Huang Piano
Yang Wei Pipa

RDFZ Art Troupe

Chicago Philharmonic String Quartet &

RDFZ Art Troupe

RDFZ Art Troupe String Quartet

Chicago Philharmonic String Quartet

Kuang-Hao Huang

Yang Wei

Chicago Philharmonic Trio

INTERMISSION

RDFZ Art Troupe Dance
RDFZ Art Troupe Dance
RDFZ Art Troupe Aerobics
RDFZ Art Troupe Dance
RDFZ Art Troupe Dance
RDFZ Art Troupe Vocal Solo
RDFZ Art Troupe Martial Arts

RDFZ Art Troupe Dance
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Spring Festival Overture
Mayila
8 Chinese Folk Songs

Autumn Moon Over a Calm Lake
Enjoying a Bumper Year

Moonlight Bathes a River on a Spring Evening

Hungarian Dance No. 6 by Johannes Brahms
Oblivion by Astor Piazzolla
Rainbow Dance

Youth of the Lion Dance

Snow (set to the tune of Qin Yuan Chun)
Rhythmic Youth

Eagle Boys

Women’s Kingdom

O sole mio by Eduardo di Capua

Chess Match

Torch Festival
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#7285  THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN CHICAGO

Saturday, February 1, 2025 at The Harris Theater for Music and Dance at 4:00pm

Pre-Concert Lobby Performance at 3:15pm is provided by the Midwest Asian Health Association and
the Chicago Chinese Culture & Arts Society (Ren Yi).

Bing Liu, Liyun Barone, Xu Wang, Jenny
Wang, Hongwei Xu Beauty in Rain Alley (Qipao Dance)

Helin Wang Orchid Flower
Golden Snake Dancing (Guzheng)

Xu Wang, Wei Rao Festive Toasting and Singing (Tibetan Folk Dance)
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ABOUT THE RDFZ ART TROUPE

The Art Troupe of the High School
Affiliated to Renmin University of China
(RDFZ) comprises seven distinct groups:
the dance team, boys’ dance team,
symphony orchestra, martial arts team,
aerobics team, choir, and electronic light
music band. With over 300 members, the
troupe is made up of junior and senior high
school students aged 13 to 17, all excelling
in both academics and artistic talent. The
performers participating in the 2025 U.S.
Performing Tour are proud members of this
exceptional art troupe.

The dance team has consistently achieved remarkable success, securing first prize in the
dance competition of the Beijing Student Art Festival for over a decade. Additionally, it has been
awarded the gold prize four times for its exceptional performance and choreography in the
National Primary and Middle School Student Art Performance.

The symphony orchestra has earned first prize in the instrumental competition at the Beijing
Student Art Festival for over a decade and has claimed the top award in the orchestra category
atthe National Primary and Middle School Student Art Performance four times in a row. In 2006,
the orchestra achieved international recognition by winning first prize in the orchestra category
atthe 35th Vienna International Youth Music Festival.

The choir has achieved significant accolades, including two first prizes in the teenage group at
the China International Choir Festival and two consecutive gold medals at the National Primary
and Middle School Student Art Performance. It has also secured gold medals at the Beijing
Student Art Festival more than a dozen times. In 2019, the choir was honored by being elected
as one of the directors of CHOIR—CHINA.

The boys’ dance team has consistently secured first prizes at the dance competitions of the
Beijing Student Art Festival and the Haidian District Student Art Festival.

The martial arts team has regularly earned first prizes for its group performances at the
National Middle School Martial Arts Championships and Beijing Middle School Martial Arts
Competitions. In 2023, the team achieved further distinction by winning the gold medal in the
campus group category at the first Student (Youth) Games of the People’s Republic of China.

The aerobics team has maintained a long-standing championship streak at the National Middle
School Students’ Games and has achieved first place at the World Aerobics Championships
three times.

Since 2004, under the appointment of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the Beijing Municipal
Education Commission, and other national organizations, the RDFZ Art Troupe has been invited
to perform in countries such as the United States, France, Austria, Russia, the United Kingdom,
Greece, Australia, Spain, Germany, the Czech Republic, and South Korea, among others. The
troupe has been warmly received worldwide, playing a vital role in fostering international
cultural exchange.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR
SHOWCASE

THANK YOU FOR JOINING THE CHICAGO
PHILHARMONIC AND HAPPY YEAR OF THE SNAKE!




